              PARISH BULLETIN 2009/4  OF THE

             ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY

EUROPEAN PARISH                     Ut unum sint.......

34 rue des  Capucins,                                  That they may all be one.....

L-2011 Luxembourg

Tel: 47 00 39

Fax: 47 01 55

Email: breslin.eamonn@gmail.com
SCHEDULE OF MASSES AND CONFESSIONS

Mass every Saturday evening at 19.00 hrs in St. Alphonse, 32 rue des Capucins

and on Sundays at 11.00 in  Ss. Peter and Paul, Hollerich.

Confessions every Saturday evening from 17.30 to 18.00 in St. Alphonse and at any other time by appointment (ring 470039) at 34 rue des Capucins.

BAPTISMS

Normally on Saturdays at 11.30 at St. Alphonse.  In special circumstances on Sundays at  15.00 in St. Alphonse or at 15.30 in Hollerich.  Please contact me well in advance if you intend to have your child baptized, so that we can meet and prepare for the ceremony.  We usually schedule a meeting on a Monday at 34 rue des Capucins at 19.30  for the parents (and, if available, godparents) of children to be baptized. These meetings last about an hour and there are usually three or four sets of parents present.  Please note that it may not always be possible to have the baptism on the day you would prefer – hence the need to contact me well in advance.  Next Baptism Preparation Meeting:  January 11, 2010 at 19.30 hrs.  

WEDDINGS

If you are thinking of getting married, please contact me, if possible, about

six months in advance.  There are documents to be got (recent baptismal and confirmation certificates) and a matrimonial dossier to be drawn up.  If you are getting married outside Luxembourg, the dossier will have to be sent to the diocese in which the wedding takes place. Many dioceses insist on having the documentation three months or so ahead of the wedding

 LITURGICAL CALENDAR  FOR ADVENT, CHRISTMAS, NEW YEAR

November 29th:    First Sunday of Advent (Year C)               Luke 21, 25-28. 34-36

December 6th :      Second Sunday of Advent (Year C)          Luke 3, 1-6
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December 13th      Third Sunday of Advent (Year C)             Luke 3, 10-18

December 20th      Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year C)           Luke 1, 39-44

December 24th      Christmas 'Midnight' Mass at 22.00 in Hollerich

                              Carol Service at 21.30

December 25th      Christmas Day Mass at 11.00 in Hollerich

December 27th      Feast of the Holy Family                           Luke 2, 41-52

January 3rd            Feast of the Ephiphany                              Matt. 2, 1- 12

                              (No Mass in Hollerich)

10th January          Baptism of the Lord                                    Luke 3, 15-22

17th January:         2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time                       John 2, 1-11

24th January:         3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time                        Luke 1, 1-4; 4, 14-21

31st January:         4th Sunday in Ordinary time                         Luke 4, 21-30

7th February:         5th Sunday in Ordinary time                         Luke 5, 1-11

14th February:       6th Sunday in Ordinary time                         Luke 6,17. 20-26

17th February:       ASH WEDENSDAY                                    Matt. 6, 1-6. 16-18

                             Mass in St Alphonse 12.15

21st Februray:       First Sunday of Lent                                      Luke 4, 1-13

28th February:       2nd Sunday of Lent                                         Luke 9, 28b-36

                             Community Mass of the European parish in St. Alphonse

                             at 11.15.  No Mass in Hollerich

2.   CHRISTMAS AND HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS

The 'midnight' Mass on Christmas Eve will be at 22.00 hours  and will be preceded by a carol service, beginning at 21.30.  This mass is intended for adults.. So we ask you to bring your children to the Christmas Day Mass in Hollerich at 11.00 a.m.   I will be leaving for a holiday in Ireland after the Sunday mass on December 27th and will not be here for the Feast of the Epiphany which is being celebrated on January 3rd this year.  You are cordially invited to attend mass on that day at St. Alphonse at 10.00 a.m or in one of the city churches.

3.    CHRISTINGLE SERVICE ON CHRISTMAS EVE 4.00 p.m.

This service for children under nine years of age, together with their parents, has been a delightful Anglican/R. Catholic joint prayer and praise service for some years past.  The purpose is to combine carol-sining and prayer with good works. Everyone brings an envelope with a donation for the Children's Society – an English organization which helps homeless children.  Each child present at the service receives a 'Christingle' i.e an orange with a candle inside it.

The Christmas story is told and acted out and we sing well-known Christmas carols.  So do come along and join our Anglican friends at 4.00 p.m on Christmas Eve at the Anglican Chapel in the Centre Konvict on Ave. Marie-Thérèse.

4.  A CHRISTMAS REFLECTION

It's appropriate that we celebrate the birth of Christ near the time of the winter solstice.  It's 
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the darkest time of the year.  Yet it's also the time when the light begins to reassert itself, 

giving hope of warmth and life and growth.  The words 'darkness' and 'light' have symbolic overtones.  For Isaiah, we humans are 'the people that walk in darkness'.  And he sketches that darkness in a few vivid phrases (we read them at Midnight mass)  – 'the yoke of the oppressor, the footgear of battle, the cloaks rolled in blood'.   We know it only too well.  It's Iraq, it's Afghanistan, it's the West Bank.  But it's also nearer home.  We're all touched by the darkness in one form or another, either as perpetrators or as victims.  It's like a virus that runs through human relations and infects our social and political structures.  It's what John in his Gospel calls 'the sin of the world'.  He means that the world is a dark place and it's we humans who have made it so.

And yet, in the Christmas Day Gospel, John can say: “The light shines in the darkness, a light which the darkness could not overcome”.  He's not talking of 'the light of reason', which our over-optimistic ancestors of the Enlightenment imagined would banish the darkness for ever.  John would have found this view naive.  He's talking about the true light, God himself, who is not jut primal mind or reason, but primal goodness.  That primal goodness comes to expression, becomes 'Word', before the world began, in the One who is 'God from God, light from light'.  All created things, and especially human beings, are created to express and reflect the primal light and goodness of the Word.  But our darkness dims the light and obscures it.

But then comes the extraordinary turn in John's poem:  “The Word became flesh and lived among us”. 'Became flesh' does not just mean 'became a human being'.  'Flesh' is a biblical word for human life in its weakness. John is saying that God in Christ entered the darkness that we have made.  He knows it from the inside, he tasted its bitterness and horror, he became indeed its victim.  But the darkness could not overcome him, because he continued to meet it with light, to meet its rejection with love and its hate with forgiveness.  That love – and that alone – is the light that shines in the darkness, the light the darkness could not overcome.  But isn't the darkness still there after 2000 years?  Has anything changed?  Was the light of Christ only a brief flash that came and went?  It might look like that, but for Easter.  The light we celebrate at Christmas is the light of the first Easter morning, when God raised Jesus from the darkness of death, and confirmed that his life is the key to the whole human story, that unselfish love and goodness, even when rejected and crushed, is ultimately victorious, is the only thing that will last.

At Christmas we welcome the light with joy, with a sober joy.  The world is still a dark place.  What we celebrate is the first breakthrough of the light.  We await its final splendour.  In the meantime we try to live by the light:  in the small, everyday gestures of unselfish love, generosity and forgiveness, and in the larger gestures of peace-seeking, peace-making and negociation.  These gestures don't banish the darkness, but they do bear witness to the Light.

5.   SOME DATES TO KEEP IN MIND

Advent Penitential Rite    December 10th at 8.00 p.m. In Hollerich

This will be a service of readings and prayers, with a short homily.  The whole service last 
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about 40 minutes or so, at the end of which the prayer of absolution will be said.  There   will also be an opportunity for anyone who wishes to make a brief private confession.

'Intermedii' Concert at Konvikt Centre Chapel, December 15th, 20.00 hrs.

For many of us the Intermedii Christmas Concert of Music and Readings has become one of the essential parts of the lead-up to Christmas. Although, sadly, Intermedii is no more, some former members of the group have come together to continue the tradition of 'The Intermedii Christmas Concert'.  As in the past, Rev. Chris Lyon and Eamonn Breslin will intersperse the music with readings and there will be a glass of wine or juice at the back of the church after the Concert.   The concert will be on Tuesday December 15th at the Konvict Chapel, starting at 20.00.  It will last for about an hour and a half. Entrance is free and there will be a retiring collection, every cent of which will be donated to charity.

Ecumenical Evening for Church Unity Week   January 20th,  8.00 p.m.

This year, by way of exception, we shall be meeting not just with the members of the Anglican communion, but with other Christian churches.  The venue will be the Convent of the Franciscan Sisters, Ave. Gaston Diderich.   More details later.

Wine and Cheese evening,  29th January, from 19.30 on.

To launch our Lenten project for 2009, there will be a  wine and cheese evening at the Salle Paroissiale in Strassen on Friday, January  29th, beginning at 19.30. Do please come along and support our Lenten project for this coming year.  There will be plenty to eat and drink, good company and a Tombola, with excellent prizes.

Parish Website:   catholic.lu 

Our parish website, though we are still working on it, can be visited at catholic.lu.   Please have a look and let us know what you think.  You can type in your comments, if you click on 'comments on the website'.    There is also an opportuntiy to register as a member of our community under 'New members'.   

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL

Owing to a variety of unforeseen circumstances, this bulletin is only half the length of the usual one.  Still it brings my best wishes to all our community for a blessed and joyful Advent Season and a happy Christmas.  To those of you who are planning to spend Christmas with family and friends in your homeland,  may the Lord go with you on your journey..   If you're staying in Luxembourg I look forward to celebrating the Birth of the Saviour with you either on Christmas Eve or on Christmas Day.    Venite, adoremus Dominum.

--------------------------------------

Fr. Eamonn Breslin, parish priest.
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