                                      PARISH BULLETIN 2011/3

                    OF THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY

EUROPEAN PARISH

34 rue des Capucins,                                                         Ut unum sint......

L-2011 Luxembourg                                                           That they may be one...

Tel: 47 00 39

Fax: 47 01 55

email: breslin.eamonn@gmail.com
Parish website: www.catholic.lu 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES AND CONFESSIONS

Mass every Saturday evening at 19.00 in St. Alphonse, 32 rue des Capucins and on Sundays at 11.00 in Ss. Peter and Paul, Hollerich. Confesions every Saturday evening from 17.30 to 18.00 in St. Alphonse and at any other time by appointment (tel. 47 00 39) at 34 rue des Capucins.

BAPTISMS

Baptisms are normally held on Saturdays at 11.30 in St. Alphonse.  In special circumstances on Sunday at 15.00 in St. Alphonse or at 14.30 in Hollerich (subject to the availability of the church).  If you wish to have your child baptized, please contact me well in advance (some months), as there are a great many baptism in our parish and it will not always be possible to have the ceremony on the day that suits you best.  There is an obligatory preparatory meeting (usually with several couples present).  It is normally held on a Monday evening at 34 rue des Capucins at 19.30.  We invite the parents and, if possible godparents, to be present.  The meeting lasts about an hour or so.  The next meeting is on October 17th at 7.30 p.m.

The suggestion has been made that we could have baptisms once every 6 weeks or so during the 11.00 mass in Hollerich or even during the 7.00 p.m. Mass in St. Alphonse.  We will be giving this suggestion active attention and will announce times in due course.

WEDDINGS:

If you are thinking of getting married, please contact me well in advance (six months or so).  There are documents to be got (recent baptismal and confirmation certificates and a 'letter of freedom to marry'- which you will get from the parish in which you were  baptized).  We then proceed to draw up a matrimonial dossier.  If you are
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getting married outside Luxembourg, the dossier will have to sent to the diocese in which the wedding takes place, three months before the ceremony.

1   LITURGICAL CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2011

October 16th:    29th Sunday of the Year (A )                            Matt..22, 15-21

                         This is also the day on which Mons. Jean-Claude Hollerich will

                          be ordained as Archbishop of Luxembourg.

October 23rd     30th Sunday of the Year (A)                            Matt. 22, 34-40

October 30th     31st Sunday of the Year (A)                            Matt. 23, 1-12

November 1st    Feast of All Saints                                          Matt. 5, 1-12

                          (Mass in Hollerich on All Saints' Day at 11.00 a.m.) 

November 2nd    Feast of All Souls

November 6th    32nd Sunday of the Year (A)                          Matt. 25,1-13

November 13th   33rd Sunday of the Year (A)                          Matt. 25, 14-30

November 20th   34th Sunday of the Year (A)

                           Feast of Christ the King                             Matt. 25, 31-46

SEASON OF ADVENT

November 27th     First Sunday of Advent (Year B)                 Mark 13, 33-37

December 4th       Second Sunday of Advent (B)                      Mark 1, 1-8

December 11th     Third Sunday of Advent (B)                         John 1, 6-8.  19-28

December 18th     Fourth Sunday of Advent (B)                       Luke 1, 26-38

2.  OUR PARISH COUNCIL

We now have a flourishing parish council with the following members: Fr. Eamonn Breslin,  Cheryl Kouba (president), Regan Otte (secretary),Marcella McCarthy, Robert Foley, Silvio Muller, Monique Oswald, Marthese Lufi, Michael Doyle and David Borg.   We hope to have about four meetings a year.  The last meeting was held on September 20th last.  A brief overview of the proceedings may perhaps be of interest to our parishioners.

Among the subjects discussed was   our parish website (catholic.lu).  We are at present looking for someone to take over the full-time organisation of the website.

We also discussed the possibility of having the Saturday Evening Mass at 7.15 instead of at 7.00.  Subsequently, I took a show of hands on the subject at one of the Saturday evening mass and the congregation was overwhelmingly in favour of continuing to hold the mass at 7.00 p.m.  The question of a parish retreat has been proposed and Steve McCarthy has offered to go into the matter and see what
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the possibilities are.  The proposed date of the retreat is the week-end of March 2nd  to March 4th, I.e  from Friday evening to Sunday afternoon.  Location: Centre Arend-Fixmer, in Medernach    We will publish more details on this in due course.   Other subjects discussed at the Parish Council meeting were the sacraments – baptism, First Communion, confirmation and marriage, and how we might best prepare people for these sacraments.   A final point of interest:  as I am usually away for the Sunday after Christmas and the Sunday after Easter, the suggestion was made that the laity would hold a service as usual in Hollerich at 11.00 with hosts consecrated in advance, with the usual readings etc.  Alternatively I could try to find an English-speaking priest in Luxembourg.  Since the meeting I have contacted two such priests but neither of them are available at the times we need them.

A REFLECTION ON 'ALL SOULS' DAY'

As we won't have any English mass on All Souls' Day (I'm unavoidably away that day), I thought a brief reflection on the feast might be in place.  All Souls' Day is a day for remembering the dead and praying for them  People will visit the cemeteries and lay flowers at the graves of their loved ones.  Most of us in our parish cannot do that, as our dead do not rest here but in the Philippines, or the United States, Ireland, England, Malta or wherever.  But it is important that we take time to pray for our dead, not just those we have known and loved personally, but all who have died, all souls.

There's something about November – the diminishing light, the falling leaves, the muted sounds of Autumn – that reminds us of death itself and of our mortality. And it's good to be so reminded because our culture makes a fetish of youth and vitality and tends to hide death away from sight.  And yet All Souls is not primarily a day for meditating on death.  In fact, the thought that we're all going to die is not, in itself, a specifically Christian one.  On the contrary, an undue preoccupation with death and the sadness of death is more pagan than Christian.  In fact it's one of the recurrent themes of classical pagan Greek and Roman literature.

Christians don't talk about death in general, but tell the story of one death in which we learn what all living and dying is about.  Jesus was one of us and experienced our death from the inside.  He knew the human feeling of grief at the loss of loved ones.  He wept at the grave of his friend Lazarus.  He died our death and wasn't spared its pain and anguish.  And yet his death was profoundly different, because he lived differently.  You and I very often live our lives in the shadow of death.  I don't mean that we think a lot about it.. quite the contrary, perhaps.  But subconcsiously death is a power at work in us.  Ultimately all our egoism, our desperate clutching and grabbing at life arises out of our fear of death.  It's our attempt to keep death at bay.    Now Jesus shrank from the pain of death as we do, but he did not live in its shadow, in its power.  He lived in the light of God's love for him.  That was the 
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power that  dominated him, and so he was prodigal of his life.  He didn't grab it for himself, but gave it freely for others and to others.  His death was entirely of a piece with his life.  It was indeed the full and  perfect expression of what his life had been.  And so death had no power over him; it could not hold him.  He died into the life and love of the God by whom he had lived.   That's what we mean by the Resurrection, though of course we have no idea what the life of the resurrection is in itself.

We are a community who gather round this life and this death.  We are baptized into it; we celebrate it in the Eucharist; we mirror it to each other by trying to love one another with the selfless love of Christ.  In the words of St. John:  “We know that we have already passed from death to life because we love one another.  Whoever does not love abides in death”(1 John 3, 14).  But of course our loving is imperfect.  The love that was in Jesus both challenges and judges us. None of us is ripe for resurrection, as he was.  The reason we pray for ourselves and for one another (prayer too is a form of love), -  is that we might grow into the maturity of Christ.  And that's why we pray for the dead on All Souls' Day.   They came before God with all their failings and imperfections.  So that their dying into God is both a joyful fulfilment and a searing purification (which is, I suppose, what the doctrine of purgatory is trying to express).  On All Souls' Day we reach out with the love of Christ to embrace them in our prayer, both the souls of the faithful departed (the 'holy souls', as we used to say) and all the dead whose faith is known to God alone (as we say in the Fourth Eucharistic prayer).

3.  COME BACK, KARL MARX, ALL IS FORGIVEN

In the 'Tablet' of October 8th there was a very interesting article by Clifford Longley which I thought parishioners who do not subscribe to 'The Tablet' might find interesting.  It is untitled, so I chose the above title – a little tongue-in-cheek.  What follows is the entirety of Clifford Longley's article, which is the most trenchant thing I've read yet on the implications of the financial crisis.   Longley begins:

“A voracious monster is loose upon the planet, devouring all that stands in its way.  We should call it Econosaurus Rex, indicating by the last name that it roams and plunders at will with no regard for national sovereignty; and by the first, that like the dinosaurs of old it is fat and ugly, and driven neither by morality nor reason.  All it wants is food – that is to say, profit.

The world is being chewed to death in the possibly final destructive phase of international capitalism, capitalism turned feral, omnipotent and omnipresent, as scary and as mysterious as plagues and other inexplicable afflictions must have seemed in the Middle Ages.  People rationalise such scourges to make some sort of sense of them: their depredations are hailed as a righteous judgment on fiscal immorality, or are blamed on some hapless minority, or we try to ward them off by 
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offering sacrifices.

The collective name of this golden idol is “the international money markets”, which makes it seem immensely powerful, immensely remote, completely beyond our comprehension, and certainly untameable by any measure so far devised.  Its judgments are somehow held up to be superior to all human wisdom, even infallible; whatever the market says is right   ( my italics, E.B.).  It is as an offering to this idol that the British Government devised its deficit reduction programme last year, and in the name of which it continues to insist there is no alternative.  It is similarly on this savage altar that the Greek economy is being sacrificed as we speak: the international money markets insist on no less. Greeece has to suffer a 5 per cent reduction in its 

GDP while at the same time it requires annual growth of 3 percent if it is ever to pay off its international debts. Econosaurus Rex has set the Greeks an utterly contradictory task, and everybody knows it.

Britain too needs growth if it is to pay of its international borrowing and escape the same fate as Greece, we are told, and at the same time it needs an austerity programme to take money out of the economy by massive cuts in public expenditure.  There is no way of squaring this circle.  But there is nothing rational about the way Econosaurus Rex goes about its business.  Its daily forays into the world of international finanace are motivated one day by euphoria, the next by panic (euphoria with a minus sign, as one economist put it). “The markets think this”, “the markets think that”, we are told by the financial commentators.

But the markets don't in fact think anything.  In so far as they have a human face, it is that of a tightly knit group of near-hysterical young men, betting their shirts in a frenetic poker game that goes on all night and all day.  Their only misfortune is to misread the mood of their playmates – known as “market confidence”- by going against the trend.  They are what Econosaurus Rex has in place of brain cells.

Yet the colossal sums that are awash in the international money markets do not represent anything real.  (My italics, E.B).  You can't buy things with them.  They increase in size or shrink by trillions of dollars virtually overnight, but no one knows where the lost money has gone – or whether, indeed, any real wealth has been destroyed at all, if none existed in the first place.  What are actually being traded are often just IOUs or 'hedges'- devices to make a profit out of unpredictable market movements whichever way they move.

I read the financial pages as earnestly as the next man, and what has become clear to me is that there is no real theory behind any of this, just a smokescreen of jargon. (my italics, E.B)  The world has created a mindless monster, a modern Frankenstein it cannot control but which has taken control of it.  Is there no escape from this idiocy, before it proves terminal?  The Wall Street demonstrators, with whom I have every sympathy, have seen that in the great battle of bankers versus people, the bankers are 
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winning – and think they shouldn't be allowed to get away with it.  But the arrogance and inhumanity of modern banking is the tip of the iceberg, and the reason the rest of it lies hidden is that everybody is in the grip of the conviction that there is no real alternative.  So the necessary first step is to get rid of that conviction. Econoosaurus Rex only rules the planet because people allow it to.  But where are the political leaders with the courage to say so?

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2012

For those who are planning to put their child forward for First Communion, may we remind you that the preparation for First Confession and First Communion is

conducted through the parish and not through the school.  Over the years we have developed a preparation programme which best suits the needs of our parish.  We often have children from five or six different schools and the only common link is that they all speak English as a mother-tongue and/or are members of our English-speaking parish.  The programme will be co-ordinated this year again by Marina Calnan, but the actual teaching of the programme will be undertaken by the parents themselves, together with Marina.   For many years we have used a book called 'I belong', a Redemptorist publication adapted for our own specific needs.

The following are the requirements for children hoping to make Fist Communion this coming year

(a)  they must be 8 years old by January 1st 2012, the year they receive First

       Communion.

(b)   They should be following a Catholic Religious Education programme for at

        least two years.  Our programme assumes the basic knowledge of the Christian

        faith taught in the school.

( c)   They should already have regular experience of attending Mass.

If a child is considerably older than the group average, special arramgements can be made with me for a more suitable preparation programme.

NB    There will be a meeting of the parents of prospectice First Communion children in the sacristy in Hollerich after the 11.00 a.m. Mass on October 23rd next.   This meeting is obligatory for parents who wish their child to make First Communion this coming year.

OUR NEW ARCHBISHOP  JEAN-CLAUDE HOLLERICH

We welcome our new Archbishop who is to be ordained in the Cathedral on Sunday, October 17th.  Our parishioners may be interested in a brief biography.  He was born in Differdange on August 9th 1958 and spent his childhood in Vianden.

His secondary education was at the Ecole Apostolique of Clairefontaine and the 
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Lycée Classique in Diekirch.  He began his training for the priesthood at the Gregorian University in Rome from 1978 to 1981.  In 1981 he entered the Jesuit order and did his Noviciate in Namur from 1981-1983.  This was followed by two years of practical pastoral work in Luxembourg.   In 1985 he was sent to Japan and there for two years studied Japanese language and cultue.  There followed two further years of theological study at the University of Tokyo (1987-1989).  He then moved to Frankfurt where he took a licentiate in theology.  Jean-Claude Hollerich was ordained to the priesthood in Brussels on April 21st, 1990, after which he pursued a four-year licenciate course in German language and literature in Munich.  From 1994 to 2001 he did doctorate studies in Bonn and then in 2002 made his profession of vows as a Jesuit in St. Ignatius church in Tokyo.  He was a member of the Japanese province of the Jesuit order.    

Our new archbishop has published on a variety of topics – the Nicene-Constantinople Profession of faith,  A different Way of dialogue (in the Bulletin of Universities and Institutes, Sophia University);  the development of a national consciousness in Luxembourg;   the Echternach manuscripts etc. etc.

We are delighted to have him as our Archbishop and hope to work closely with him.

TABLE QUIZ      WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 26TH

In aid of the Ireland Stand at the International Bazaar, there will be a table quiz on Wednesday, October 26th 2011, to be held at the Centre Culturel, Hollerich (rue Emile Lavandier).  It will begin at 7.30 (sharp).  Doors will open at 7.00 p.m.   For table reservations, please contact Annette Power (tel: 33 98 84), Gerri Egan (tel 43 26 36) or Olive Deasy (tel. 33 29 85).

Admission is 12 euro (which includes 2 drinks).  The Quiz is played by teams of six.  Why not organize a team and reserve a table.!  In this way you will avoid disappointment and facilitate the smooth running of the Quiz.  Prizes galore.

With that, I bring this particular bulletin to an end.   Once again, do keep an ey on our website www.catholic.lu.  You'll find this (and other bulletins) there and also the latest news from the parish.

God bless you, one and all

_________________________

Eamonn Breslin, parish priest. 
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