             PARISH BULLETIN 2011/4 OF THE

            ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY

EUROPEAN PARISH

34 rue des Capucins,                                                  Ut unum sint.....

L-2011 Luxemoubrg.                                                 That they may all be one...

Tel: 47 00 39

Fax: 47 01 55

email: breslin.eamonn@gmail.com
SCHEDULE OF MASSES AND CONFESSIONS

Mass every Saturday evening at 19.00 hrs in St. Alphonse, 32 rue des Capucins,

and on Sundays at 11.00 in Ss. Peter and Paul. Hollerich.

Confessions every Saturday evening from 17.30 to 18.00 in St. Alphonse and at any other time by appointment (ring 47 00 39) at 34 rue des Capucins.

BAPTISMS

Normally on Saturdays at 11.30 in St. Alphonse.  In special circumstances on Sundays at 15.00  in St. Alphonse or at 15.30 in Hollerich. At our forthcoming Parish Council meeting we will be discussing the possibility of having baptisms during the Sunday Mass. Please contact me well in advance, so that we can prepare for the ceremony.  We usually schedule a meeting every couple of months at 34 rue des Capucins for the parents (and, if available, godparents) of children to be baptized.  These meetings last about an hour or so, and there are usually three or four couples present.  Please be aware that it may not always be possible to have the baptism on the day you would prefer – hence the need to contact me well in advance.  

WEDDINGS

If you are planning to get married, please contact me about six months in advance, if possible.  You will need to get (from the parish of your baptism) a recent baptismal certificate (dated), a confirmation certificate and a 'letter of freedom to marry'.  Frequently, the baptismal cert will have, under the heading 'marriage', a space where the parish priest will write 'no record'.  If your baptismal cert has that entry, you won't need the letter of freedom.  When you have the documents, we will meet to draw up the matrimonial dossier. If you are getting married outside Luxembourg, the dossier will have to be sent to the diocese in which the wedding takes place. Many dioceses insist on having the documentation three months or so in advance of the wedding.

Dear Parishioners,

For a variety of reasons, this will be a very brief bulletin – merely a list of upcoming events in our community, in the European parish in general and in the diocese.
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1.   LITURGICAL CALENDAR FOR ADVENT, CHRISTMAS, NEW YEAR

December 11th:  Third Sunday of Advent (Year B)     John 1, 6-8, 19-28

December 18th   Fourth Sunday of Advent (b)             Luke 1, 26-38

December 24th    Christmas 'Midnight' Mass at 22.00 hrs in Hollerich

                           preceded by a Carol Service at 21.30

December 25th   Christmas day Mass at 11.00 in Hollerich.

January 1st:        Feast of the Mother of God (New Year)   Luke 2, 16-21

January 8th:        Feast of the Epiphany                      Matt. 2,1-12

                          Saturday evening Mass in St. Alphonse as usual at 7.00 p.m.

January 15th:      Second Sunday in ordinary time (B)         John 1,35-42

February 22nd     Ash Wednesday

2.  Christmas and Holiday arrangements.

The 'Midnight Mass'  at 10.00 on Christmas Eve will be preceded by a Carol Service beginning at 21.30.  This mass is intended for adults.  So we ask you to bring your children to the Christmas Day mass in Hollerich at 11.00 a.m.   I will be leaving for a holiday in Ireland on December 26th.  However, this year Fr. Jude Kulas, a Redemptorist father, will take the mass on Sunday January 1st.  There will be no

Saturday evening Mass on December 31st.  I will be back for the week-end masses, Saturday and Sunday, January 7th and 8th.

3.  Youth mass with Archbishop Hollerich in Cathedral December 16th

Our new Archbishop, Jean-Claude Hollerich, will be celebrating mass for the youth of the diocese in the Cathedral on Friday, December 16th  at 7.00 p.m.  All young people are cordially invited.  After the mass there will be a meeting with the Archbishop in the Crypt of the Cathedral.

4.  'Intermedii'  Concert in Konvikt Centre Chapel  December 19th, 19.30

For many of us the Intermedii Christmas Concert of carols and readings has become one of the most memorable parts of the lead-up to Christmas.  Their concert this year has a very promising programme.  As usual, Rev. Chris Lyon and I  will intersperse the music with readings/poems and there will be a glass of wine or juice at the back of the chapel after the concert.  The concert will begin at 19.30 and will last about an hour and a half. Entrance is free but there will be a retiring collection, every penny of which will be donated to charity.

5.  Advent Penitential rite  December 20th 20.00 hrs in Hollerich

As usual, this will be a service of readings and prayers, with a short homily. The
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whole service will last about 40 minutes, at the end of which the prayer of absolution will be said.   There will also be an opportunity for anyone who wishes to make a brief private confession.

6.  Christingle Service on Christmas Eve 16.00 hrs.

This service for children under nine years of age, together with their parents, has been a delightful Anglican/R. Catholic joint prayer and praise service for many years past.

The purpose is to combine carol-singing and prayer with good works. Everyone brings an envelope with a donation for the Children's Society – an English organization which helps homeless children. Each child present at the service receives a 'Christingle' ie  an ornage with a candle inside it.   The Christmas story is told and acted out and we sing well-known Christmas carols.  So please do bring your under-9 year olds to join our Anglican friends at 4.00 p.m on Christmas Eve at the Anglican Chapel in the Centre Konvikt on Ave. Marie-Thérèse.

7.  An evening of prayer and witness with Alan Ames January 9th in Hollerich

Who, you may ask, is Alan Ames? Sylvie Parmantier-Giardin is a friend of his and she lives in Luxembourg.  She wrote the following :

« Alan Ames was born in London in 1953.  In his youth he was a member of a motorcycle-gang, he went along a path full of violence and alcohol.  After his marriage, he moved to Australia with his family   The turning point of his life happened in 1993 when Alan saw his past life displayed before him and experienced how his sins and wrong ways had hurt God.  He saw how Jesus offered him forgiveness from the cross.  After some struggles, Alan accepted the forgiveness offered by Jesus.  The Lord helped him to come back to the sacraments and to the Church and changed Alan's hatred and pain into love.  Later God called Alan to be one of his witnesses, sent to carry God's love into the world.  Alan has brought hope and  blessingto hundreds of thousands of people – the hope and blessing which he himself draws from his sacramental relationship of love with the Trinitarian God »

By arrangement with Abbé Kroeger, the church in Hollerich is at our disposal on January 9th. Sylvie has proposed the following order of events:   Mass at 6.30 p.m., followed by Alan's talk at 7.15.  Healing prayers at 8.30 (blessed sacrament exposed).  After the healing prayers I will be available to hear confessions, if anyone wishes to confess.   I cannot vouch for the content of Alan Ames' talk and healing prayers.  I heard him once many years ago and had the impression of a very sincere but rather intense Christian.  The evening, however,  has the approval of our new Archbishop.

8.  Cheese and wine evening, Friday 17th February.

To launch our Lenten projects for 2012 (see next item) there will be a wine and

cheese evening at the Salle Paroissiale in Strassen on Friday, Feb. 17Th 2012,

beginning at 19.30.   Do please come along and support our Lenten projects for the 
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coming year.  There will be plenty of food and drink, good company and a Tombola, with excellent prizes.  By the way, if any of you have things left over after Christmas,

e.g. Bottles of wine, spirits etc or other gifts, Cliodhna Dempsey (who organizes the Tombola) would be glad to hear from you.

Our Lenten projects 2012

The European parish council has decided to support the following projects next year.

(a)  the sinking of a well at Tanzéongo in Burkina Faso, in the department of Mané in the province of Sanmatenga.  This project has just been completed; the water flows at the rate of 900 litres per hour.  The people can drink, do their agriculture, their pottery and basket making etc., and of course their hygienic situation has been appreciably improved.  This project was proposed by Mme Marie-Pierre Gleis of the French-speaking community and supported by the European parish to the tune of 5000 euros.

(b)  The European Parish will also help our sister-parish of Garango in Burkina Faso to complete the sinking of one of three wells needed in very remote villages. Our parish will provide the sum of 8,300 euros.  M. Patrice Roy has provided a very good account of the whole project and maintains excellent contacts with the parish priest and the sisters at the orphanage.

(c) Our Lenten projects also include help in the construction of a school at Huanta, in the state of Ayacucho, Peru.  The Redemptorist's college, San Alfonso, has been in operation since 2008 and has at present more than 400 pupils.  Work on a multi-purpose area of 'sport and games' has just been completed.  We have been asked to contribute one third of the cost, ie. 8,500 euro.  The building, which is 16 metres long and 6 metres wide will be in brick with a saddle-backed roof and a porch roof of one metre and a half, to serve as protection against the rain for the pupils and for the building itself.  There will be two large halls for 36 pupils.  We have got a very detailed dossier on this project as well, and the Redemptorists send regular news reports and photos. We can be assured of further regular reports.

(d)The rest of the amount collected will go to the Lebanon to help a workshop for deaf people.  They suffered during the bombardments and lost their hearing.  They are asking for help to make elementary, particularly sanitary, renovations of the building, and to buy two sewing machines and work material.  Mme Sigwart has a friend who will be the contact person aand will keep us in touch. 

You can help by sending a cheque to the following account numbers of the European parish (mentioning CAREME 2012)

CCPL IBAN LU 67 1111 0283 7652 0000

BCEE IBAN LU 16 0019 1000 4800 4000

Many thanks on behalf of the missionary committee, Suzanne Collin-Vanmoerkerke.

And on that note, I wish all our parishioners a very happy and blessed Christmas.

Eamonn Breslin , parish priest             

                                                            4

