                              PARISH BULLETIN 2010/1

               OF THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY

EUROPEAN PARISH                         Ut unum sint.........

34 rue des Capucins,                                     That they may be one......

L-2011 Luxembourg

Tel: 47 00 39

Fax: 47 01 55

email: breslin.eamonn@gmail.com               Website:    catholic.lu

SCHEDULE OF MASSES:

Saturday: 19.00 at St. Alphonse, 32 rue des Capucins

Sunday: 11.00 a.m. At St. Peter and Paul, Hollerich

CONFESSIONS

Every Saturday evening from 17.30 to 18.00 in St. Alphonse. Also any time at 34 rue des Capucins by appointment (tel. 47 00 39)

BAPTISMS

On Saturdays at 11.30 a.m. In St. Alphonse (also, by way of exception, on

Sunday afternoons at 15.00 either in St. Alphonse or in Hollerich).  Over the past few years we have had a lot of baptisms in our community and it has been difficult to arrange separate pre-baptism preparation meetings with parents. For some time past  we have begun to take groups of parents together to prepare for the baptism.

The sessions, conducted by Mrs. Cheryl Kouba and myself, last about an hour or slightly more and are obligatory for parents (and, if possible, at least one godparent) of the children to be baptized.  It is therefore important that we have good advance notice (several months) of upcoming baptisms.  It will not always be possible to have the baptism on the day that would suit you best, so do let us know well in advance.

In view of the frequently loose connection of parents/godparents with the church community, we will probably have to move towards a more lengthy and intensive pre-baptism preparation in the future.

WEDDINGS

If you are thinking of getting married, please contact me well in advance ( 6 months or so). There are documents to be got (recent baptismal and confirmation certificates) and a matrimonial dossier to be drawn up.  If you are getting married outside Luxembourg, the dossier will have to be sent to the diocese in which the marriage takes place. Many dioceses insist that the documents  be sent to them 3 months in advance of the wedding ceremony. 
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1.     LITURGICAL CALENDAR FOR LENT AND EASTER

March 13th :    this Saturday evening Mass will be a special mass for the feast of

                        St. Patrick (March 17th) and will be mainly in Irish, with some

                        English!  All are welcome.

March 14th       Fourth Sunday of Lent C    Luke 15, 1-3. 11.-32

March  21st       Fifth Sunday of Lent C      John 8, 1-11

HOLY WEEK

March 28th:    PALM (Passion) SUNDAY, with reading of the Passion according to

                       Luke.  The Service begins with the blessing of the palms and a

                       procession.  There will be no Saturday evening Mass in St.   

                       Alphonse on March 27th.

April 1st:        HOLY THURSDAY:  Mass of the Lord's Supper in Hollerich

                      at 20.00 hrs.

April 2nd         GOOD FRIDAY:   Reading of the Passion, Prayers and Holy

                       Communion in Hollerich at 15.30

April 3rd:        HOLY SATURDAY:   Easter Vigil in Hollerich at 21.30

April 4th:        EASTER SUNDAY:   Mass in Hollerich at 11.00. as usual.

                      NB.  There will be no English Mass in St. Alphonse on Holy

                      Saturday evening/.

April 11th:      Second Sunday of Easter C    John 20, 19-31

                      (I will be in Ireland that week-end.  Consequently parishioners

                       are asked to go to Mass, whether on Saturday or on Sunday, either

                       at St. Alphonse, the Cathedral or elsewhere. )

April 18th:      Third Sunday of Easter C         John 21, 1-19

April 25th        Fourth Sunday of Easter C       John 10, 27-30

                       As usual, this is First Communion day for the Hollerich parish

                       community, so the church in Hollerich will not be available to us.

                       Instead we will go to the Cathedral for the 'Messe du Peuple de

                       Dieu' at 10.30 a.m.

May 2nd:         Fifth Sunday of Easter  C         John 13, 31-35

May 9th           Sixth Sunday of Easter C         John 14, 23-29

May 13th         ASCENSION THURSDAY      Luke 24,46-53

May 16th:        Seventh Sunday of Easter C      John 17,20-26

May 23rd         PENTECOST SUNDAY           John 14,15-16. 23-26.

May 30th         TRINITY SUNDAY                   John 16,12-15    
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2.   OUR LENTEN PROJECTS FOR 2010

As you know, our Lenten project each year is a common project of the whole European parish.  We're invited , with the whole church, to show that generosity and solidarity which is an intrinsic part of Lent.   The words of Isaiah are pertinent here:

“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice.. to let the oppressed go free and to break every yoke?   Is it not to share your bread with the hungry?”

Over the past few years, the generosity of parishioners has enabled us to support projects of development in different parts of the world.  In 2005 and 2006 we helped Tim and Phil Lane (former members of our parish) to build a school in Quito, Equador.  In 2008 we helped finance the construction of a technical centre for young apprentices in  Maradi, Niger.  Our 2009 project was for our sister parish Garango in Burkina-Faso.

This year we have no less than three projects, and that for two reasons:  first, to mark the 50th anniversary of the European parish  and second, to participate in the life and work of the diocese of Luxembourg  The parish council took up the proposal of the Missionary committee of the European parish to divide the amount contributed this Lent into two equal parts:  one half of the money will go to an association working in Bolivia and the other half to two Luxembourg charities:  Caritas and Bridderlech Delen. 

(a)   First Project:   Helping to build a honey-producing centre in Bolivia

This centre is situated at a place called MUYUPAMPA .  The total cost of the project is fairly high, almost 190,000 U.S dollars, but the building will be gradual and shaped like a bee-hive.  We can finance a part of the construction, e.g. the place where the honey is produced and/or the shop.   Honey is already being produced in the area and helps the population, which is extremely poor, to support and nourish itself.  Making and selling  honey helps these families to make a livelihood.  M. Francis Girardin, who has worked for many years in Bolivia and is president of a development association there, is the originator of this project.  He is supported by an association here in Luxembourg, presided over by M. Gerard Bremaud.  Through the good offices of this latter association (which has already finaced projects in Bolivia in the past), we hope to receive supplementary financial aid from the Luxembourg State.

(b)    Second project:    A school in Rwanda

Here it's a question of helping to finance the building of a primary school in Gikongoro, Rwanda.  This project is supported by Bridderlech Delen, the official organisation of the archdiocese of Luxembourg for Lenten projects.  The primary school at Mata, 25 km from Gikongoro, founded in 1926, was badly damaged at the time of the genocide.   Bridderlech Delen began to cooperate with the diocese of Gikongoro in 2006.  Over four years, with the  support of the Luxembourg Ministry
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of Foreign Affairs, Caritas helped  to re-build the school (16 classrooms), replace the furniture, build toilets etc.  The school has 350 girls and 300 boys!

In 2010 the idea is to change the existing building into a multi-purpose hall, a place where regular meetings as well as cultural and other events can be organised within the school itself.

©  Third project:  improvement of  living conditions through the provision of

                             clean water:  Ethiopia

We will be sharing here in a fairly big project sponsored by Caritas-Luxembourg in Ethiopia.  The estimated cost is about 66,000 euro.  The project will enable 33,000 persons to avail of clean water.  It envisages the  building of four wells and five conduits of rain water.  Three schools will have a cistern for collecting rain water. Six schools will have toilets for girls.  To improve domenstic hygiene, the project hopes to build 2700 toilets. 38 masons will be trained in the villages.

Along with this there will be a course of training in 'irrigated horticulture' which will benefit 9 people. 90 others, who have already taken part in previous projects, will be able to continue their training.  The watering of their kitchen-gardens will enable families to improve their dietary situation and increase their incomes.

Thanks to your generosity, the parish hopes again this year to improve the living conditions of a considerable number of people in Bolivia, Ruanda and Ethiopia.

Many thanks in advance!

The account numbers of the European parish are the following:

CCPL IBAN LU 67 1111 0283 7652 0000          or

BCEE IBAN LU 16 0019 1000 4800 4000

(Please mention 'Careme de partage 2010)

3.    A PARISH COUNCIL FOR THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY?

It's somewhat of an anomaly that we have not a stable parish council in our community.  I have, from time to time, called a group or groups together for various purposes and on a few occasions the establishment of a  parish council which would meet regularly was discussed.   But it has not yet come into being.   I am hoping in the very near future to meet with a number of parishioners responsible for various aspects of parish life (catechetics, readers and communion ministers' rotas, church music etc.), with a view to seeing how best to go about establishing a permanent parish council.   

I do not have any very fixed views on the matter, but there are a few things that
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need to be kept in mind when thinking of the future of our community.   One is that we are  not, strictly speaking, a parish in our own right.  We are part of a larger unit, called the European parish, and have our recognized place in the archdiocese of Luxembourg precisely as part of that larger unit.  There are several linguistic groups in the archdiocese – the Portuguese, Spanish, Italian, Polish etc. which are not parishes in the strict sense but rather  'chaplaincies'.  Now there is a growing movement in  the Luxembourg church to move towards greater integration of these linguistic communities into the life of the diocese.  It cannot obviously, for reasons of language, be a total integration – though, given the low level of practice in Luxembourg – many  of the Luxembourg clergy are unhappy with the existence of separate linguistic communities!.  Now, the European parish has a firmly established place and is in less danger of being 'integrated'.  I find myself invited (I should say 'summoned') to various meetings throughout the year which are concerned with greater participation of the linguistic communities in  aspects of diocesan life.   We should, of course, cooperate as best we can with the diocese (and  with the local community in Hollerich) and that's something a parish council might discuss, among other things.  

The second things about our community is its transitory nature.  We are not a territorial parish, not like a typical village parish where the same people live beside each other and are there for decades, if not all their life.  In the early years of the European parish, our community consisted largely of people working in the European institutions.  These were 'long-termers' – they came to Luxembourg and lived here for over 30 years.  Increasingly in the past 15 years or so, these 'fonctionnaires' have come to contitute but a small percentage of our community.  Most of those who have come to us over the past 10 or 15 years are people working in financial institutions or other businesses. As such, they are not likely to go on living indefinitely in Luxembourg.   Many of our parishioners are here for three, four or five years and then return to their homelands or go where their company sends them.  I have no accurate statistics, but I have a distinct impression that the composition of our community changes about 75% every five or six years.  Fr. Pat O Connor, my predecessor, who left here in 1999, is amazed at how few people he knows when he comes back to visit.

One consequence of these factors is that people in our community don't know each other very well.  Not being 'territorial', but coming from all over the Grand-Duchy and sometimes from across the border in Germany, Belgium or France, we meet only for Sunday Mass.  Of course, we do our best with the coffee-hour after Mass to get to know each other – and perhaps there is more we could do – but essentially we are a Sunday community.  There are, of course, all sorts of contacts between people who have the same homeland, and even to some extent across national and linguistic boundaries.   Likewise people whose children attend Catholic religion in the European and International schools get to know each other to some extent.   The reason I mention this is that it may have a bearing on the kind of 'parish-council' we 
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establish and also on the way we go about establishing such a council.  It's something we need to think a lot about.

Before leaving the subject, just one other thing:  it would be good if we had a list of all our parishioners, with names, addresses,  telephone and email address.  We will try and work towards that soon.  In this connection, do please look at our WEBSITE. The address is catholic.lu.   Click on New members form and, if you like, write to us.

And click also on Comments on the website.  We'll be more than glad to hear from you.

4 . LENTEN PENITENTIAL RITE  MARCH 25TH  8. 00 P.M.

Each Advent and Lent we have a rite of reconciliation for those who would like to attend.  We hold it in the church in Hollerich, in the glassed-in area at the back.

This Lent it will take place on Thursday, March 25th at 8.00 p.m.   The form of the service is simple: an opening prayer, a reading followed by a short homily, a period of silence during which people can, if they so wish, make a brief private confession.   This will be followed by Absolution and a final prayer or hymn.  All are welcome. 

5.  PARKING FOR SUNDAY MASS

As everyone knows, the area around Hollerich church has become short of places to park.  However, I am reliably informed that there are quite a lot of parking spaces near the cemetery in Hollerich.  It's only about three minutes walk from the church.

It's hard to describe where it is, but look it up on the map.  You'll also find it on our website under CONTACTS.   It's the green area near the bottom left of the Hollerich map.   It's worth a try at least.

THE MEANING-SEEKING ANIMAL

This is the title of a rather thought-provoking article by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks in the Tablet of November 14th, 2009, so I thought that a synopsis might interest those who don't get a chance to read the Tablet.  He begins as follows “Religion's survival in the 21st century cuts across some of our most basic intellectual assumptions.  After all, how can anyone still need religion if to explain the universe we have science; to control the universe we have technology; to negotiate power we have politics; to achieve prosperity we have economics.  If you're ill you go to a doctor, not a priest. If you feel guilty, you go to a psychotherapist, not to confession. If you are depressed you take Prozac and not the Book of Psalms.  And if you seek salvation you go to our new cathedrals, namely shopping centres, where you can buy happiness at extremely competitive prices”      (Pretty stirring beginning, n'est-ce pas? E.B.)
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Rabbi Sacks goes on to say that the reason religion survives is that we humans are meaning-seeking animals. Alone among life forms we ask the big questions: Who am I? Why am I here? How then shall I live?  These are all fundamentally religious questions, and the four alternative sources of 'meaning' that the last few centuries have produced – the market, the state, science, philosophy – have ceased to ask them.

He then goes on to discuss the ideas of Alexis de Tocqueville, the French theorist who visited the United States in the 1830's and was amazed at the influence religion had there.  He was told:  'Religion has influence in America because it never gets involved in politics... politics is divisive, and if religion ever got involved in partisan politics, it too would be divisive'.  De Tocqueville found that religion in the United States sanctified the family, created community, encouraged philanthropy, built schools, taught responsibility and brought people together for the common good.  He saw religion as the essential counter-balance to what he described (180 years ago!) as the greatest danger facing America  - and de Tocqueville invented a new word for it -  'individualism'. .  In today's language we would say that religion sustained the third sector that is not the state, that is not the market, but is civil society.

Rabbi Sacks goes on:  “Ïf Tocqueville was right, then we would expect any society in which religion declines, in that society, civil society would decline. Families would become fragile, marriages would decline, communities would atrophy, society would cease to have a shared morality.  And by those tests, more than 100 years later, Tocqueville got it exactly right”.   He goes on to to ask some provocative questions and starts with the neo-Darwinians, Richard Dawkins and Co.  He offers a five step neo-Darwinian refutation of Neo-Dawinism:   (a) Dawkins says a person is 'a gene's way of making another gene'. So forget religion, forget values, forget ideals, it's all about reproduction – handing on our genes to the next generation.   (b) Europe today is the most secular region in the world (c )   Europe today is the only region in the world which is experiencing population decline  (d) wherever you turn today, whether you look at the Jewish or Christian or Muslim community, the larger, on average, are its families.  (e) the major assault on religion today comes from the neo-Dawinians. From which it follows that if you are a true neo-Darwinian believer you want there to be as few neo-Dawinians as possible. Q.E.D.

That sounds like a joke, but there's a very serious point beneath it. “Parenthood involves massive sacrifice: of money, attention, time and emotional energy. Where today in European culture with its consumerism and its instant gratification 'because you're worth it', in that culture, where will you find space for the concept of sacrifice for the sake of generations not yet born? Europe, at elast the indigenous population of Europe, is dying”.  And Dr. Sacks quotes Polybius in the 3rd century B.C,- the century that is intellectually the closest to our own,  the century of the Epicureans, the Sceptics and the Cynics, - who said that Hellas (Greece) died because its people 'had entered upon the false path of ostentation, avarice  and laziness, and were therefore becoming unwilling to marry, or if they did marry to bring up the children born to 
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them; the majority were only willing to bring up at most one or two'.  Thus Polybius, and Sacks comments “That is why Greece died. That is where Europe is today.. we are undergoing the moral equivalent of climate change and no one is talking about it”

There is much else in Sacks'  article, but space is running out.  A few points to finish:

“Isaiah Berlin ..quoted Joseph Schumpeter 'To realise the relative validity of one's convictions and yet stand for them unflinchingly is what distinguishes a civilised man from a barbarian'. To which Michael Sandel, this year's Reith lecturer, put the following question: 'If your convictions are only relatively valid, why stand for them unflinchingly'.  And Sacks comments “You cannot defend a civilisation on the basis of moral relativism. In a head-to-head contest between a moral relativist and a fundamentalist, who wins? The fundamentalist must win because he is sure he's right and you are not sure he's wrong. Or, as they say in America, a liberal is someone who can't even take his own side in an argument” !

“Liberty of conscience, the peculiarly modern form of liberalism that we inherit today, was born not in a secular age but in the most relgious age of modern times, namely the 17th century. And it was built not on moral relativism but on moral absolutes. Among them, the non-nogotiable dignity of the human person, the sanctity of human life, the imperative of conscience and the consent of the governed.  All those things are not moral relativism: they are what has come to be called the Judaeo-Christian heritage.  The idea that you can lose the moral foundations of freedom without eventually losing freedom itself is simply absurd” (My italics, E.B.)

Rabbi Sacks pleads at the end that religious groups in the liberal democratic states must be able to get into serious respectful conversation with secular humanists, with charities, with other groups in civil society about the natue of the common good and the kind of society we want for our grandchildren not yet born.

If you get a chance, read the whole article.

And with that rather inadequate precis of Jonathan Sacks article, I bring this particular bulletin to an end.

I wish all our parishioners a fruitful and prayerful Lenten season and may the joy of the risen Lord be yours this Easter!

--------------------------------

Eamonn Breslin, parish priest
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