SHORT SUMMER BULLETIN 2012
Owing to pressures due to my imminent departure (packing etc.), I will have to make this a very brief bulletin, omitting the usual preliminaries (schedules  of masses, confessions , arrangements for baptisms and marriages etc.).
1  LITURGICAL CALDENDAR FOR THE SUMMER MONTHS
July 8th:     14th Sunday of the Year (B)                    Mk. 6,1b-6
July 15th     15th Sunday of the Year (B)                   Mk. 6, 7-13
July 22nd     16th Sunday of the Year (B)                   Mk. 6, 30-34
July 29th      17th Sunday of the Year (B)                   John 6, 1-15
August 5th    18th Sunday of the Year (B)                   John 6, 24-35
August 12th   19th Sunday of the Year (B)                  John 6, 41-51
August 15th   FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED
                      VIRGIN MARY                                   Luke 1 39-56
August 19th    20th Sunday of the Year (B)                   John 6, 51-58
August 26th    21st Sunday of the Year (B)                    John 6, 60-69
September 2   22nd Sunday of the Year (B)                   Mk. 7, 1-8; 14-15, 21-23.
September 9   23rd Sunday of the Year (B)                   Mk. 7, 31-37
From July 21st to September 1st (inclusive)   there will be no Saturday evening mass at St. Alphonse.  The usual Saturday evening schedule will begin again on September  8th
2.  SUMMER ARRANGEMENTS
I will be leaving for Ireland on July 16th.   Fr. Pat O Connor will be coming to take my place and will take the masses from July 22nd to the First Sunday of September (September 2nd).  Fr. Pat, as many of you will know, was my predecessor here in Luxembourg and is at present a member of the Redemptorist community at Clonard Monastery, Belfast.   I know you will make him feel at home.    I will be back in the first week of September and (together with my successor Fr. Ed Hone) will take the mass on September 9th.   After that I will be absent in Germany for about 2 weeks.
During this period Fr. Hone will take over.   As already announced, on September 30th there will be a mass of the entire European parish (an inter-community mass) at 11.15 a.m., followed by a vin d' honneur in the monastery.  Afterwards we will repair to the Franciscan sisters for a farewell/welcome meal for myself and Fr. Ed. Hone.
3.  FIRST COMMUNION  June 10th
23 children of our community made their First Holy Commuion on June 10.            
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The ceremony was beautiful and huge credit is due to all those concerned: to Cheryl Kouba who got the programme going in the first place, to the main coordinators, Michele Folley-Rohen and Robert Foley, to all the parents who volunteered to teach, to the treasurers Michael Barnes and Michele Foley-Rohen, to James Libbey who designed and printed the mass booklets, to Mary Pat Goeke who saw to the Communion certificates and writing the name tags for each of the pews, Lisette Mohos who got the candles for the children.   Then those who provided the refreshments after the mass: Yvonne Vroklage, Diana Doehner, Birgitta Geyer and Annette Power's 'Dream Team'.  Our thanks also to Irina Gabiani and Yannick Morvan who organized the flowers and decoration, to our musicians Helen Clarke, John Sweeney and the Choir and our altar servers Niall Foley and Grace Buendia.
The First Communion children were: Nicole Maria Adorno, Georgia Andersen, Maureen Clara Foley,Silvana Gamero, Reagan Goeke, Naina Jose, Elisa Lazzaroli, Maya Pauline Libbey, Paula Martinez Doehner, Lilly McNaughton, Elena Mohos, Margoth Morvan, Ciara Murphy, Louise Neugebauer, Isabella Palliotto, Devin William Pereira, Rowan Luke Pereira, Thomas Rosser, Lianna Sweeney, Emma swesey, Maxime van der Mersch, William Verrinder, Esmée Vroklage.
4.  OPEN-AIR MASS AND PICNIC AT TRINTANGE   June 17th
This year the weather smiled on us, thank God.  It was a wonderful day.   Again, our thanks are due to Robert Foley who organised the day magnificently, with the help of some friends.  Thanks also to Steve McCarthy for providing the tent,  to Helen Clarke and Colin Buckland who led the singing, and to all the parishioners who brought such excellent food along.
5.  IRELAND STAND INTERNATIONAL BAZAAR
                  TABLE QUIZ.
The table quiz will take palce on Wednesday, October 17th 2012 at 7.30 p.m. (sharp).
Doors open at 7.00 p.m.  Location:  Centre Culturel, hollerich (rue Lavandier).
Table reservations:    Annette Power      tel. 339884
                                  Gerri Egan            tel. 482636
                                  Olive deasy           tel. 332985
Admission: 12 Euro (includes 2 drinks).
The Quiz is played by teams of six.  Why not organise a team and reserve a table. In this way you will avoid disappointment and facilitate the smooth running of the Quiz.         
                                    PRIZES GALORE!
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6.  A FINAL WORD OF THANKS      
As this will be my last bulletin, I would like to take the occasion to say a deeply-felt word of thanks to all our parishioners who have made me feel so much at home over the past 13 years of my time in Luxembourg.  I have experienced nothing but warmth and friendliness and wonderful cooperation.  I would like to mention  individuals by name, but it might be odious, as I would surely leave someone out who should be mentioned.   But maybe I'll get a chance to do that later, on September 30th, when we have our farewell dinner at the Franciscan sisters.  For the present, then, I wish you one and all a very good and relaxing summer vacation and look forward to  seeing you all again on the 8th and 9th September.
God bless you all.
Eamonn Breslin, parish priest.                                                       
