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                 of the English-speaking community

EUROPEAN PARISH

34 rue des Capucins,

L-2011 Luxembourg                                        Ut unum sint......

Tel: 47 00 39                                                    That they may be one......

Fax:  47 01 55

Email: breslin.eamonn@gmail.com                 WEBSITE    catholic.lu

SCHEDULE OF MASSES:

Saturday: 19.00 at St. Alphonse, 32 rue des Capucins

Sunday: 11.00 at St. Peter and Paul's, Hollerich

CONFESSIONS

Every Saturday evening from 17.30 to 18.00 at St. Alphonse.  Also any time at 34 rue des Capucins by appointment (tel: 470039)

BAPTISMS

On Saturdays at 11.30 a.m in St. Alphonse (also, by way of exception, on Sunday afternoons at 15.00, either in St. Alphonse or Hollerich, subject to the availability of the churches).  Over the past few years we have had a lot of baptisms in our community and it has been difficult at times to arrange separate pre-baptism preparation meetings with parents.  For some time past we have begun to take groups of parents together to prepare for the baptism.  The sessions, conducted by Mrs. Cheryl Kouba and myself, last about an hour or slightly more and are obligatory for parents (and, if possible, at least one godparent) of the children to be baptized.  It is therefore important that we have good advance notice (several months) of upcoming baptisms.  It will not always be possible to have the baptism on the day that would suit you best, so do let us know well in advance.  In view of the frequently loose connection of parents/godparents with the church community, we will probably have to move towards a more lengthy  and intense pre-baptism preparation in the future.

WEDDINGS

If you are thinking of getting married, please contact me well in advance (6 months or so).  There are documents to be got (recent baptismal and confirmation certificates, letters of freedom to marry etc.) and a matrimonial dossier to be drawn up.  If you are getting married outside Luxembourg, the dossier will have to be sent to the diocese in which the marriage takes place. Many dioceses insist that the documents be sent to them three months in advance of the wedding ceremony.
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1.   LITURGICAL CALENDAR FOR THE SUMMER MONTHS

July 11            15th Sunday in Ordinary time (Year C)   Luke 10,25-37

July 18            16th Sunday in Ordinary time  (Year C)   Luke 10,38-42

July 25            17th Sunday in Ordinary time  (Year C)   Luke 11,1-13

August 1         18th Sunday in Ordinary time (Year C)    Luke 12,13-21

August 8         19th Sunday in Ordinary time (Year C)    Luke 12,32-48

August 15        ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY          Luke 1,39-56

August 22        21st Sunday in Ordinary time (Year C)    Luke 13,22-30

August 29        22nd Sunday in Ordinary time (Year C)   Luke 14,1. 7-14

September 5    23rd Sunday in Ordinary time (Year C)     Luke 14, 25-33

September 12    24th Sunday in Ordinary time (Year C)    Luke 15,1-32

September 19    25th Sunday in Ordinary time (Year C)    Luke 16,1-13

September 26    26th Sunday in Ordinary time (Year C)    Luke 16,19-31

2.  SUMMER ARRANGEMENTS

Towards the end of July I will be leaving, first for Germany for a few days and then for Ireland.  As usual, Fr. Brendan McConvery will be coming to take my place from the last Sunday of July to the last Sunday of August.  Fr. Brendan, who has been coming to Luxembourg for years, is a Redemptorist, a native of Belfast, and a well-known Scripture scholar and Dean of the Faculty of Theology in Maynooth College, Ireland.   We were colleagues for years.  Fr. Brendan enjoys his time here and I know you will make him feel at home.

NB   DURING THE ENTIRE SUMMER PERIOD, FROM JULY 24TH (INCLUSIVE) TO THE END OF AUGUST THERE WILL BE NO SATURDAY EVENING MASS AT ST. ALPHONSE.   THE USUAL SATURDAY EVENING SCHEDULE WILL BEGIN AGAIN ON SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 4th.

3.  FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2010

This year, in comparison with other years, we had quite a small number of First Communicants, just nine.  They are Ryan Heffernan, Francesca Andrich, Madeleine Camilleri, Victoria Meyers, Niall Foley, Aislinn Taylor, Alessandro Prataviara, André da Silva and Louise Stafford.   The ceremony was both reverent and delightful and we congratulate the children on their First Communion and hope to see them regularly at the Saturday or Sunday Eucharist.

Great credit must go to those who supervised the preparation of the children for the sacrament.  I'd like to mention in particular Robert Foley, Ailbhe Taylor and Anna da Silva.   Sonya Heffernan did the beautiful flower arrangements and our musicians
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Clare Donegan, Colin Buckland and Helen Clarke provided, as usual, splendid accompaniment to the singing.   Many thanks to one and all – also to the parents who  helped with the preparation classes.

4.   OPEN-AIR MASS AND PICNIC AT TRINTANGE

Our open-air mass and picnic this year proved quite a success, despite the uncertain weather.  As usual, great credit must go to the organisers, Steve McCarthy, Robert Foley and Cheryl Kouba.   Steve and Cheryl's families helped put up the tent.  The morning didn't look too good but, as the mass went on, the weather improved and, by the time we got to the picnic, the sun had come out.   All in all there were about    70 parishioners (about half the number we had last year but, in view of the uncertain weather, not a bad turn-out).  Sincere thanks also to our ever- reliable musicians Colin Buckland, Helen Clarke and John Sweeney (who also provided the excellent sound-system).   I'm sure all of those present will have happy memories of our open-air mass and picnic.  Such moments are very important in the life of a parish – and perhaps we should think of having not just one but two open-air masses a year.

5.   SAYING GOOD-BYE

A number of people are leaving our parish this summer.  Among them are the Irish Ambassador and his wife, Martin and Mary Burke.  They have completed their term here in Luxembourg and will be taking up residence in Bern, Switzerland.  We wish them all the very best in their new assignment.  Ed and Carol Kamphuis are going all the way to Shanghai.  We wish them bon voyage and God's blessing on their new life in China.  Marvic Sammut is returning to Malta – and I'm sure there are others about whom I haven't heard.  It's one of the features of our community that we seem to be always saying 'goodbye'  to people after just a few years.  To all of you who are leaving, on behalf of the community, I say: thanks for your presence with us and your inspiration.   We will keep you in our prayers and you'll  always be welcome at St. Alphonse or Hollerich  any time you return to Luxembourg.

6.   THE INTERIM PARISH COUNCIL

In the last bulletin in March I wrote about the project of having a permanent parish council for our community.  On June 7th I called together a group of parishioners and, after considerable discussion, we decided that the best way to proceed was to set up an Interim Parish Council whose job would be (1)  to draft a kind of constituion for the parish council   (2)  to outline broadly the kinds of issues the definitve council will have to face   (3)  to decide how the definitive council should be established and (4) to hand over the work to the definitive council.  I wrote a piece on this on the website recently.  We called for volunteers and I'm glad to announce that we now have a eight-member Interim Council.   They are Regan Otte (Scotland),  Steve McCarthy (England)  Robert Foley (Ireland) , Michael Doyle (Scotland), David Borg 

Malta), Diana Terese Singha (Latvia), Monique Oswald (U.S.A.) and myself.

I'm grateful to all those  who volunteered and look forward to some fruitful discussion on  the future of our parish.  We may even manage a brief session before the holidays.    

7.   PARISH WEBSITE   catholic.lu

Finally a word of sincere thanks to Joe Schmidt who, over the past year or more, has been managing and improving our website.   I would urge all our parishioners to make it their practice to look at the website frequently and, if and when necessary, to send us your comments and suggestions.   We will try to keep the website up to date and I invite once again all those in charge of rotas (coffee, readers, ministers of the Eucharist, altar servers and, hopefully very soon, sacristans) to include the latest rotas on the website.

8.   QUOTABLE QUOTES

Reading should not be an act of consumption.  The reader is the creator and completes what is written.  The act of reading completes the act of writing.

                                                                                        Eduardo Galeano

Half an hour's listening is essential except when you are very busy.  Then a full hour is needed.                                                    St. Francis de Sales

We  are punished by our sins, not for them.                 Elbert Hubbard

Fine friendship requires duration rather than fitful intensity.      Aristotle

Not to know what happened before one was born is to remain a child.      Cicero

We give people a dose of religion when they are looking for an encounter with the living God.                                                   F.D. Maurie (19the cent. Anglican writer)

Until a woman is free to be as imcompeten as the average male, then she will never be completely equal.                                     Roseanna Cunningham

And, on that light note,  I bring this brief bulletin to an end.  I wish all the parishioners a happy and relaxed holiday time, and ask God's blessing on you, one and all.

-------------------------------------

Eamonn Breslin, parish priest
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