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Thurs., 19th March 2020

To all members of our International English-Speaking Community of the Parish of Luxembourg Notre-Dame

In this very unusual, actually unprecedented time, we are all challenged in very different ways.
Some of us may even face very trying times because some of their loved ones have been infected.
Some of us may even suffer ourselves.
We keep you all in our daily prayers, whether you are still in Luxembourg, or back in your home country.
We are also invited to be creative in our ways of proceeding to face and cope with the situation, in accordance with the official measures taken by our legitimate civil government in Luxembourg and in accordance with the recommendations sent by our diocesan authorities.
We are invited to act with maturity, responsibility, and solidarity.

We are also invited to brace ourselves to live with a certain amount of perceptible uncertainty and we do not know how long it may last.
But we are not resourceless.
Our faith can – does! - help us in such a trying situation.
We may also let Saint Paul’s own experience resonate in a certain way with our current situation:

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, by faith we are judged righteous and at peace with God, since it is by faith and through Jesus that we have entered this state of grace in which we can boast about looking forward to God’s glory. This hope is not deceptive, because the love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given us. (Rom 5:1-2.5 – Fr HP’s emphasis).
It is somewhat striking to notice that this was part of last Sunday’s second reading… ( Third Sunday of Lent – Year A: see https://luxparish.files.wordpress.com/2020/01/15-march-2020.pdf for all other Readings).

Fr Ed has actually reacted immediately, organizing a Sunday service as early as last Sunday, on the second day after public Masses were suspended.
Fr Ed has also organized a special on-line adoration service ending with Compline in the evening since Tuesday.

I am very thankful to Fr Ed for his immediate, energetic and committed response even though I have not rallied to all of them.
I am a bit slower…

I nevertheless would like to take as an opportunity for our community the fact that we are two referent priests who have been sent to serve and minister to the International English-Speaking Community of the Parish of Luxembourg Notre Dame.
I therefore plan to offer some spiritual means that are meant to be complementary to those which have already been put in place (and to some others probably still to come).
These means may help some of you to find solace, to nourish your faith, to strengthen your hope, to stimulate our charity.
From next Monday onwards, I expect to be able to post online resources for you to use if you believe they may help you to face our current situation. I will try to do it as regularly as possible, daily if I can manage it.
Let the following Psalm conclude this message today. It is about the Hebrews remembering their times of trials as they were invaded by their enemies:
1 If the Lord had not been on our side—

    let Israel say—

2 if the Lord had not been on our side

    when people attacked us,

3 they would have swallowed us alive

    when their anger flared against us;

4 the flood would have engulfed us,

    the torrent would have swept over us,

5 the raging waters

    would have swept us away.

6 Praise be to the Lord,

    who has not let us be torn by their teeth.

7 We have escaped like a bird

    from the fowler’s snare;

the snare has been broken,

    and we have escaped.

8 Our help is in the name of the Lord,

    the Maker of heaven and earth.

(Psalm 124 (123) – NIV Translation)
Yes, “Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of Heaven and Earth”.

Fr HP
