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To all members of our International English-Speaking Community of the Parish of 

Luxembourg Notre-Dame 

 

 

We carry on reading step by step “The Mass on the World” written in 1923 by Pierre Teilhard de 

Chardin (1881-1955), a Jesuit priest, a theologian and a palaeontologist, whilst he was working as 

part of a team in palaeontological fieldwork in the Ordos desert, a barren landscape, west of Peking, 

near the border with Inner Mongolia. 

 

 

Today, let us read the second section of Part IV, “Communion”. 

It follows Part I, “The Offering”, that was the equivalent of the Offertory at Mass, Part II, “Fire over 

the Earth”, that was the equivalent of the epiclesis, the moment at Mass when the priest calls the 

Holy Spirit upon the bread and wine to make them become the Body and Blood of Christ, and Part 

III, “Fire in the Earth”, that was the equivalent of the transubstantiation of bread and wine into the 

Body and Blood of Christ, and the first section of Part IV, read on Tuesday this week. 

 

 

 

 

Communion (2/2) 

[…] 

If your kingdom, my God, were of this world, I could possess you simply by surrendering myself to 

the forces which cause us, through suffering and dying, to grow visibly in stature—us or that which 

is dearer to us than ourselves. But because the term towards which the earth is moving lies not 

merely beyond each individual thing but beyond the totality of things; because the world travails, 

not to bring forth from within itself some supreme reality, but to find its consummation through a 

union with a preexistent Being; it follows that man can never reach the blazing center of the 

universe simply by living more and more for himself nor even by spending his life in the service of 

some earthly cause however great. The world can never be definitively united with you, Lord, save 

by a sort of reversal, a turning about, an excentration, which must involve the temporary collapse 

not merely of all individual achievements but even of everything that looks like an advancement for 

humanity. If my being is ever to be decisively attached to yours, there must first die in me not 

merely the monad ego1 but also the world: in other words I must first pass through an agonizing 

phase of diminution for which no tangible compensation will be given me. That is why, pouring 

into my chalice the bitterness off all separations, of all limitations, and of all sterile fallings away, 

you then hold it out to me. “Drink ye all of this.” 

 
1 “The term “ego” is used here (in contrast to the “true self") to denote the proud, defiant self-reliance, the attempted 

autonomy, of man in revolt against God. Only through the death of the ego can the true self be liberated; for man is 

truly himself only when he has replaced his egocentricity by theocentricity and thus found his true self by looking 

for it in God, in whom alone we “live and move and have our being.” (Tr. note.) 
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How could I refuse this chalice, Lord, now that through the bread you have given me there has crept 

into the marrow of my being an inextinguishable longing to be united with you beyond life; through 

death? The consecration of the world would have remained incomplete, a moment ago, had you not 

with special love vitalized for those who believe, not only the life-bringing forces, but also those 

which bring death. My communion would be incomplete—would, quite simply, not be Christian—

if, together with the gains which this new day brings me, I did not also accept, in my own name and 

in the name of the world as the most immediate sharing in your own being, those processes, hidden 

or manifest, of enfeeblement, of aging, of death, which unceasingly consume the universe, to its 

salvation or its condemnation. My God, I deliver myself up with utter abandon to those tearful 

forces of dissolution which, I blindly believe, will this day cause my narrow ego to be replaced by 

your divine presence. The man who is filled with an impassioned love for Jesus hidden in the forces 

which bring death to the earth, him the earth will clasp in the immensity of her arms as her strength 

fails, and with her he will awaken in the bosom of God. 

 

To be continued… 

 

“Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of Heaven and Earth” (Ps 123 (124), v. 8) 

 

Fr HP 


