International English-speaking Catholic Community, Parish of Luxembourg Notre-Dame
34 rue des Capucins, L-2011 Luxembourg tel: (+352) 661 127 962. Em: parish@catholic.lu

UPDATES: www.catholic.lu - Parish Office - Please contact the office for all enquiries: (+352) 661
127 962 / parish@catholic.lu Office hours are 08:00 - 12:00 Mon - Fri.

Weekend Masses: 7.30 pm Saturdays (vigil), Sundays 11.30am and 6.30pm. We are limited to 100
worshippers at Mass. Please arrive early or try to attend one of the evening Masses rather than the
11.30 Mass. Please wear a mask and disinfectant gel will be available. You will be shown to a seat
by one of the welcomers. Thank you for your support and understanding. Fr Michael.

Livestreaming of Mass: The Sunday 11.30 Mass is live-streamed via our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/stalphonseluxembourg/

Weekday Masses: The Wednesday 6.15pm Mass at St Alphonse is celebrated every week in English
by Fr Michael.

Lent starts with Ash Wednesday on this Wednesday17 February. There will be Mass in English at
12.15pm and 6.15pm with the distribution of ashes at both Masses.

Marriage preparation: At the moment it is difficult to organise our usual face to face marriage
preparation workshops. However, if you are intending to get married in the next year, marriage
preparation is available online via webcam with Marriage Care UK. Please contact the parish office
for more information: parish@catholic.lu

Children’s Liturgy takes place via Zoom before Sunday Mass at 10.30am. Children must be enrolled
and parents will be sent the Zoom invitation. Please contact the parish office to register.

Donations to the English-speaking Catholic Community: please note that we have a new bank
account for donations by bank transfer: Friends Int. Cath. Engl. Cath. Comm. LU10 0019 5155 8196
2000. If you have recently made a donation via the old bank account, it is still open and we are able
to transfer the money across. Members of our finance committee have been working very hard on
an online payment facility via the website and information will be published once it is set up.

Please send any notices for the newsletter to the parish office before 12 noon on Wednesday.

MASS SETTING : Mass of Hope

OPENING HYMN : Will you come and follow me?

1. Will you come and follow me
if | but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you and you in me?

2. Will you leave yourself behind
if | but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer
in you and you in me?

3. Will you let the blinded see
if | but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean
and do such as this unseen,

and admit to what | mean
in you and you in me?

. Will you love the ‘you’ you hide

if | but call your name?

Will you quell the fear inside

and never be the same?

Will you use the faith you’ve found

to reshape the world around

through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?

Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.

Let me turn and follow you

and never be the same.

In your company I’ll go

where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow

in you and you in me.



PSALM 31 : You are my refuge, O Lord
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PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS : A new commandment

A new commandment | give unto you,
That you love one another

as | have loved you,

That you love one another

as I have loved you.

By this shall all men know
that you are my disciples,
if you have love one for A another. x2

2. You are my friends
if you do what | command you.
Without my help you can do nothing. x2

COMMUNION : On eagle’s wings

1. You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
Who abide in his shadow for life,
Say to the Lord, "My refuge,
My rock in whom | trust.”

2. And he will raise you up
on eagle's wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,
And hold you in the palm of his hand.

3. The snare of the fowler will never capture you,

And famine will bring you no fear;
Under his wings your refuge,
His faithfulness your shield.

RECESSIONAL : Walk in the light

1. The Spirit lives to set us free,
Walk, walk in the light.
He binds us all in unity,
Walk, walk in the light.

Walk in the light, x 3
Walk in the light of the Lord.

2. Jesus promised life to all,
Walk, walk in the light.
The dead were wakened by his call,
Walk, walk in the light.

3. | am the true vine,

my Father is the gardener
Abide in me, | will be with you. x2

4. True love is patient,

not arrogant nor boastful,
Love bears all things, love is eternal.x2

4. You need not fear the terror of the night,
Nor the arrow that flies by day,
Though thousands fall about you,
Near you it shall not come

5. For to his angels he's given a command,
To guard you in all of your ways,
Upon their hands they will bear you up,
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.

3. He died in pain on Calvary,
Walk, walk in the light.
To save the lost like you and me,
Walk, walk in the light.

4. We know his death was not the end,

Walk, walk in the light.
He gave his Spirit to be our friend,
Walk, walk in the light.

5. The Spirit lives in you and me,
Walk, walk in the light;
His light will shine for all to see,
Walk, walk in the light.



ENTRANCE ANTIPHOMN

Be my protector, O God,

a mighty stronghold to save me.

For you are my rock, my stronghold!

Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your
name.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

0O God, who teach us that you abide

in hearts that are just and true,

grant that we may be so fashioned by your
grace

as to become a dwelling pleasing to you.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING

Lev13:1-2. 4446
A reading from the book of Leviticus.

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “If a
swelling or scab or shiny spot appears on a
man’s skin, a case of leprosy of the skin is

to be suspected. The man must be taken to
Aaron, the priest, or to one of the priests who
are his sons.

“The man is leprous: he is unclean. The
priest must declare him unclean; he is
suffering from leprosy of the head. A man
infected with leprosy must wear his clothing
torn and his hair disordered; he must shield
his upper lip and cry, ‘Unclean, unclean.’ As
long as the disease lasts he must be unclean;
and therefore he must live apart; he must live
outside the camp.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Ps 31

Response:
You are my refuge, O Lord;
You fill me with the joy of salvation.

o Happy the man whose offence is forgiven,
whose sin in remitted.
O happy the man to whom the Lord
imputes no guilt,
in whose spiritis no guile. (R.)
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e But now | have acknowledged my sins;
my guilt | did not hide.
| said: “l will confess
my offence to the Lord.”
And you, Lord, have forgiven
the guilt of my sin. (R.)

@ Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord,
exult, you just!
O come, ring out your joy,
all you upright of heart. (R.)

SECOND READING 1 Cor10:31-11:1

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians.

Whatever you eat, whatever you drink,
whatever you do at all, do it for the glory of
God. Never do anything offensive to anyone
—to Jews or Greeks or to the Church of God;
just as | try to be helpful to everyone at all
times, not anxious for my own advantage but
for the advantage of everybody else, so that
they may be saved.

Take me for your model, as | take Christ.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLANATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ

enlighten the eyes of our mind,

so that we can see what hope his call holds
for us.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mk 1:40-45

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Mark.

A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his
knees: “If you want to” he said “you can cure
me.” Feeling sorry for him, Jesus stretched
out his hand and touched him. “Of course

| want to!” he said. “Be cured!” And the
leprosy left him at once and he was cured.
Jesus immediately sent him away and
sternly ordered him, “Mind you say nothing
to anyone, but go and show yourself to the
priest, and make the offering for your healing
prescribed by Moses as evidence of your
recovery.” The man went away, but then
started talking about it freely and telling the
story everywhere, so that Jesus could no
longer go openly into any town, but had to
stay outside in places where nobody lived.
Even so, people from all around would come
to him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)
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and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the
dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May this oblation, O Lord, we pray,

cleanse and renew us

and may it become for those who do your will
the source of eternal reward.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

CONMINIUNION ANTIPHORN

They ate and had their fill,

and what they craved the Lord gave them;

they were not disappointed in what they
craved.

PRAYER AFTER CONIMIUNION
Having fed upon these heavenly delights,
we pray, O Lord,

that we may always long

for that food by which we truly live.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Do not grieve over temptations you suffer.
When the Lord intends to bestow a particular
virtue on us, He often permits us first to be
tempted by the opposite vice. Therefore, look
upon every temptation as an invitation to
grow in a particular virtue and promise God
that you will be successful, if only you stand
fast.

St Philip Neri

Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the entrance

redemplorist

and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, ©
2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist

Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)
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THE WORD

In the Gospel tradition, there is one example of Jesus healing someone
who is suffering from the condition known as leprosy.

The term covered a wide range of skin complaints from the wasting disease of that name
to the relatively harmless (though unfortunate) condition of eczema. People with that
iliness found themselves excluded from normal life in society as others regarded them as
a danger because of the infectious nature of their ailment. lliness was also often regarded
as a punishment for sin, so such individuals were consigned to a kind of ‘living death’, and
to be cured of leprosy was seen as equivalent to being raised from the dead: it required
God to act.

It is against this background that we might understand the story in today’s Gospel. The
afflicted person’s request is a statement from Mark about Jesus’ identity: the expression
"if you can” really means ‘if you have the power’. The human aspect of Jesus is brought
to the fore when he is shown as being deeply moved and physically touching the infected
one in front of him, thus technically contracting the condition of ritual uncleanness
himself. By doing so, Jesus does away with the barrier between what is holy and what is
not. Jesus observes the teaching of the Holiness Code of the book of Leviticus by telling
the cured person to fulfil the prescriptions of the Law. He imposes silence on him at the
same time, an instruction which the man immediately disregards: we will find this pattern
frequently in Mark’s narrative.

REFLECT

here are some interesting paradoxes in today’s Gospel episode. Mark implies that
I Jesus has divine power in that he can cure the person suffering from leprosy, but

then tells us that Jesus is moved to the depths of his being by feeling compassion
for him. Jesus tells the man to observe the stipulations of the Law of Moses, but he
himself has no compunction in setting aside the strict rules in the same Law about
avoiding contact with a person suffering from leprosy, to the extent of touching him
with his hand. Jesus gives the healed man an instruction not to talk about what has
happened, an order which he cheerfully ignores and so Jesus’ fame rapidly spreads.

We find in this story the tension between the Law and the good of the individual person,
which the evangelists often present through incidents which take place on the Sabbath.
Jesus sees the need of the person in front of him and responds to that, rather than
simply imposing the letter of the Law. The purpose of the Law was to help people live
close to God, but it could become a barrier, if people regarded it as an end in itself.

The Gospel presents us with standards which apply to the Church today. If we are overly
concerned with the letter of the law, we are in danger of forgetting what the Church is all
about, namely to enable Jesus to touch people’s lives.
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Lord, we come to you
seeking wholeness.

(Carey Landry)

The term ‘leprosy’ covered all sorts of skin
ailments, even less serious, non-infectious

types.

The person suffering from leprosy was
not only physically affected, but socially
excluded from normal contact with others:
they endured a kind of ‘living death’.

The stories of Jesus healing physical illness
are illustrations of the deeper healing of the
whole person.

There are organisations which help children
who suffer from disfiguring ailments which
prevent them from living a full, social life,
just like the person suffering from leprosy
in our gospel reading. Consider sending a
donation to support them.




