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Luke has lhe dlstinction of writi*g two aecou*ts of tle Ascensian, The first is today's

Gospe! and the seesnd, from the Ae ts af the Apostles, is the first reading.

There are slight dift€rences betunen them, Most significantly perhaps, Acts places the dscension
some forty days after the resunecusn, You could say thgt Luke has created the llturglcal se€x3on
of Easter that go6s trom Easter to P€ntecost. For Luke the time bstwe€n r€sunBction and th€
coming of the Splrlt ls a prtuileged time of Jesus' presence wlth the dlsclples.

Today's Gospel begins wtth gome flnalwords of Jeaue to the dlsclples, They ars to preach
ropentance and forglveness of slne, 'beglnning from Jsrusalem,' That wlll be the plan of ths
Church's mleslon, The Ascenslon ls not a feast of farewell but one that celebratss mlesion. At
th€ heart of the mission of the followers of J€sus ie a llberating message of forgfueness.

The second part of today's Gospel is a sho* account of the Ascenslon ltself, Jesus and hls
disciples go to the vilhge of Bethany, outside Jerusalem, on the slopes of the Mount of Olives,
As he blesses hls disciples, Jesus is taken up to heaven, The disciples th€n return to the Holy
City and freguent the temple 'pralslng God,' I

Pope Francls says that Cathollcs must be
'shepherds llving wfth the emell of the sheep,'
ln othar words, wa must leave our comfort
zonss to make Christ pros€nt ln all places
and at all times. We mustn't conflne ourselves
to the securlty of our churches and homes
but go out lnto the stre€ts and alleyrays to
proclalm the Good Nars. Th6r6 16 an urg€ncy
to our task bscause there is awhole world out
there that is hurtlng, lost, abandoned, that ls
belng oppressed or experlencing injustice, and
that n€€ds to h€sr ths messgge of Jesus. Our
great commlssion is to brlng tho comforting
and llberrting massage of Jesus Christ to all
ws m€€t.

Pray for aU thoee who wltness to the Gospel by
th€ sxampl€ of thoir ltues.

Jesus hae promlsed to b3 wlth uB always, to
thE ond of time

The feast ofthe Ascension reminds us that
ws are commission€d to pr€ach th€ m€ssage
of Christ

worrythatnotcnough le bclng doncb
pmtcct our prclous esrth from th9 offccts
of cllmatEchange. We worryabout the
poeeble mlauce of ArUl{clal lntall[ence
end ryntheilc blobgy. The futum can
acsm blaak

But the pomlae Jeeua made to hlc
dlaclplcr bfuc: God hrs aenttha Holy
SSrlt to be wlth ua. The Second Vc0can
Councll uyc thst tho Church, and tll
thc Poople d God, are lmbued wlth the
Holy Splrll The Holy Sdrlt gilver ue thc
stongthto Eope wlth the dKlcultlcs thrt
oome ourwry and thc couragc b wltncls
to th6 Gocpel. No matlr hoh, brd thlnga
mlght mcm, uo knont that God wlll never
abandon ut, that God wlt alwrya be by our
rHe, ar Ellc Wcrclrerllsed el ho u,atched
thrt boy on the Aurchwltz grlows rllthor6
yraru690,l

REFLECT

I I thcnEllaWcaclwar!tccncgor
\tlt hc ancl hic famity wen impriioned
U U lnArcclnritz,oneofthemlllbns

ofJewa caught up ln the holoceust, Apart
from hlmaelf, rll of Elbt frmlly perlehed
ln that horrlbla place,AftEr the war, he
mrds lt hlr buelnacs b nmlnd thc world
cbout thc holocrult, b cn6un lt uould
ncvcr bc forgotcn,

ln one of hlo booke, ha tlsecrlbee an
executlon th.t rll thc prbone r wcre forcsd
towltnca3. Thrua mrnwcre hm$d byth.
l{e!h, om of tlremJust e tconagc boy. They
hrd bcan accuced of blorlng up r powcr
8btbn. A3 r wamlng o tha othan ln the
c!mp, tll the prleoncrc were torced to wslk
by md B6cthi erccufond cloce rmga.
By th6 tlne Elh mcrched by, the two adu[e
wen dard. Eutthc youth unc allllallvc,
atruggllng brtwcen llrb rnd d$th, B$lnd

hlm, Ella heard a prlaoncr cry out 'UVherc le
God no#? Where la Hc?F

The lad fingered on, Oncc agaln E]le heard
ths mrnrsh 'VVherala Ood? Then Elle
Wccclecld, 'lhcsd c volce wlthln mo
tns$ter hlm: Where le &d? He h thera,
hanglng on thc golbwr."

TherE are tmcs whcn, l[<e that mrn ln
Auschwltz, wc cgn flnd ourcelveo aaklng,
plerdlng, rwndorlng whe n la God, Where
la God L thc mldct of wrr, tcrmrbm, fclr,
and hdnd? Ourworldtodry h plrgued by
allklndr ollnJuauca vlole ncc, hatred. Wc
$rorry rbout the cacurlty of Europ* Wc
worry rbout thc futurc of NATO, Wr wony
about thc growlng tHe of popullrm thrt
sosks to sst peoplcc rgplnst onf anothcr.
encouraglng cuefl olon rnd antlprtlry
rather than harmony end commonalty, We

PRAY

LEARH

"Lord, I thank you for the gift of
faith. Never let me forget that
you are with me always. in the
good times and the bad""



Aseasion of the lord

:NTR'IflCI A}ITIPHOH
Mrn ol 6elllrr, why gtrz. ln wondor .t thc

hmvrnr?
Thlr Jmur whom you rrr'r, rrc.ndlng lnto

hoanrn
wlll rcturn rr you a.w hlm eo, .ll.lula.

OLORIA
Clory to God ln thr hlghr.t.
rnd on.rrth porc. to p.oplo ot good wlll,

Wo prelryou,
wc blrrryou,
wo rdorcyou,
wr glorlfy you,
wo glvo you thrnkr lor your gr.et glory,
Lord God, horvenly Klng
O Ood, rlmlghty Frthrr,
Lord Jcrur Chrlrt, Only BagottGn Son,
Lord God. Lrmb ol God, Son of thr Frthor,
you tlkr rwry th. rlnr of th. world,

hrvo morry on ur;
you t ko rw.y lho dn. ot th. worl4

trcirlvg 0ur prryert
you rra..rt.d lt tho rleht hmd of th. F.thcr,

hnr mercy on ur.

For you rlon. rrc tho Holy Ono,
you rlona rrc lhr lord,
you rlonc rr. th. MortHlgh, Juur Chrl.t,
wlth thr Holy Splrlt,
ln thc glory of God thc Fathcr,
Amrn.

COLLIGT
Gladden us with holyjoys, almighty God,
and make us rejolce with devout thanksgiving,
for the Asc€nslon of Christ your Son
is our exaltation, and, where the Head has gone

belore ln glory,
the Body is called to follow in hope.
lhrough our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns wlth you in the unity of thg

Holy Sphit,
God, for erer and ewr.
Amen.

A readlng lrom the Acts ofthe Apostl€s,

ln my sarlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with
ev€rything Jesus had don6 6nd taught from the
beginnlng untll the day he oave his instructions
to the apostles h6 had chosen through the
Holy Spirit, and lvas takon up to heaven, He had
shown himself ali\€ to them after his Passion
by many dgmonstrationsi tor lorty days he
had contlnu€d to appear to them and tell them
about the klngdom of God.When he had boen
at table with them, h€ had told them not to l6ave
Jerusalem, but to wait there for whot the Father
had promised. "lt is," he had said, "what you
have heard mo speak about: John baptlsed wlth
watsr but !ou, not many days from now, will be
baptls€d with th6 Holy Splrit.'

Now having met together, they asked him,
'Lord, has the time come? Are you golng to
rsstore tha kingdom to lsrael?'He replled,
"lt is not for you to know tim6s or dates that
ths Fathor has decided by his own authorityi
but you will receive power whgn the Holy
Spirit comos on you, and th€n you will be my
witn€sses not only in Jerusalem but throughout
Judaea and Samaria, and inde€d to the ends of
the earth,"

As he said thls he was liftod up whilo they
lookod on, and a cloud took him f rom th6lr
sight, They wer€ still staring into th€ skywhen
suddenly two men in whhe were standlng near

them and they said, Why are you men from
Galllee standlng hero looking lnto the sky?
Jesus who has b€en tak6n up from you into
heawn, this same Jesus will come back in the
6amo way as you have seen hlm go thore,"

The word of the Lord.
Thrnkr br to God.

Response:
Rrrponrr: God gocr up wltft rhoutr ol Joy;
th. Lord go.. up wlth tump.t bh$.
Or: Allcluhl

Q Ail peoples, clap your hands,
cry to God with shouts of joyl
For the Lord, the Most Hlgh, we must fear,
great king ovBr all the €arth, (R,l

fl CoA goes upwith shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpot blast.
Sing pralse icr 6od, sing praise,
sing praise to our king, sing praise. lR.f

0 OoO is king of all the earth,
slng pralse with all your skill.
God is king over th€ nations;
God relgns on his hoty throne. (R.l

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Epheslans,

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and
perception of what ls revealed, to bring you
to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten tho
eyes of your mind so that ),ou can see what
hope his callholds for you, what rich glorias
he has promised the saints willinherit and
how infinitely great is the power that he has
exercised for us believers. Thls you can tell
from the strength of hir power ot work in Christ,
when he used it to raise him from the dead and
to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven,
far abore wery Sovereignty, Authority, Powar
or Domination, or any other name that can be
namod, not only in thls age, but also in the age
to come. H€ has put allthlngs under his f6€t and
mede him, as tho ruler of overything, the hoad
of the Church;which is his body, the fullness of
him who fills the whole creatlon,

I ThewordoftheLord.
! ThenkrbrtoGod.
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OOTP:L ACCLAIIATIOH
All.lult,.llilulal Gq mrkr dlrclplce ol rll the

natlonr;
I rm wlth you rlwayr: yor, to thr end of dmc,
Allrlulrl

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke.

Jesus said to his disciples: You see how lt is
wittgn that thg Christ would suffor and on tho
thhd day rise from the d€ad, and that, in his
name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins
would be preached to all the natlons, beginning
from Jerusalem. You are witnosses to this.

?nd now I am sending down to you what the
Father has promised. Stay in the city then, untll
you are clothod with the power from on high."
Thon ho took them out as f6r as the outskirts
of Betharry, ard lifting up his hands he blessed
them, Now a6 he blessed th6m, h6 withdrelv
from th€m and wae carried up to h6aven.

PSAl.M Ps 46 {rl7l:2-&6-7.8-9

aEcglt3 READrxa Ep 1:1?-23

FtnaTn3aDll{o Acts l:1-11

6oaF3L Ir 2*46.53
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They worshipped him and then went back to
Jerusalem fullofjoy; and th€yw6r€ continually
in the Temple pralsing God.

The Gospel of th€ Lord.
Prrlrc b you, Lord J.rur Chrld.

PnoFrlttoil oF FAtrlr
I brlbvo ln ono God,
th. Fcth.r rlmlghty,
mrkcr of harvan rnd rsrth,
ot.ll thlngr vhlblc and lnvlrlbl.,
I bcllrvr ln onc Lord Juur Chrlrt,
thr only Bogotbn son of God,
born olthc Frthrr boforo rll egcr,
God lrom God, Llght lrom Llght,
tru. God trom tru. God,
bagott.n, not mrdf, con.ubltsntle I wlth

th6 F.thrri
through hlm rll thlngr wrrr mrde,
For ur mon and ior our sdvetlon
ho crmr downfrom hmvrn,

{all bow tluring the next tfirec /lnesj

Nnd by lho Holy Splrltwm lncernrto of tho
Vlrgln Mrry

rnd brclm0man,
For our lrkr ho wrc crucltbd undrr

Pontur Pllrte,
hc rulfcred dreth rnd wes burlcd,
and ro.c rg.ln onthothlrd dry
ln lccordrnco wlih thc 6crlpturcr.

rnd l. rortcd rt tho rlght h.nd ofth6 Frth.r.
Howlll comr rgnln ln glory
toJudgc th. llvlng end tho dood
end hls klngdom wlll hovc no ond.

I bollrvr ln th. Holy Splrlt, thr lor4
thc glvcr ol llfr,

who procordt from thi Flthar rnd the 8on,
who wlth th. F.th.r rnd thc Son lr edorad

rnd glorlfl.d.
who hr. ipoken through the prophets.

I bcllovr ln ono, holy, c.thollc rnd
.poltollc Church.

I confcrr onr Brpllrm tor th. forglvoncrr
of rlnl

.nd I look forwrrd to tho rorurrlctlon of tho
drad

rnd tha llf! otthG $rorld to como. Aman.

PNAY:N OVIN THI OFFIRIHOI
We offer sacrific€ now in supplication, O Lord,
to honour tho wondrous Ascsnsion of lour Son:
grart,w€ pra)4

that through this most hov oxchange
we, too, may rise up to ths heavenly realms.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amcn,

G Otttt ut{to}t ANTtPHox
Brhold, l.m wlthyou rlwrys,
own to thl ond ol thr rg., allrlul..

FnAV:n Arttrn coMnunroil
Almighty aver-'iving God,
who allow those on esrth to celebrate dlvine

mysteri6s,
grant, we pray,

that Christian hope may draw us onward
to wh€re our naturo is unhed with you,
Through Christ our Lord.
Amrn.
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